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Celebrating God’s Creation

Mercy Grove

Belair National Park, South Australia
An initiative of the Blackwood Catholic Community
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24 September, Our Lady of the Way: The
Outdoor Mass scheduled at the Mercy
Grove to celebrate Season of Creation
2020 and Commissioning of the Council
of Integral Ecology went indoor due to
the heavy rain. On the day, heaven
opened, pouring generously over the
dried patch land. With the sound of the
rhythmic pattering of the rain on the roof
of the church, Archbishop Patrick began
the Mass with the Church filled to near
COVID-19 capacity. We were particularly
thrilled to welcome the students from

Established in 2016

the leadership groups of McAuley
Community School and Sacred Heart
College. They brought their creative
symbols of Creation using natural
material. Peter Shepherd, Blackwood
Catholic Parish PPC Chair said that we
were blessed with their participation,
giving the day a special significance.
Archbishop Patrick called on us to
respond to God’s creation with love.
He joyfully commissioned the new
Council of Integral Ecology.

Amazing growth.
September 2020

Students from
McAuley
Community
School & Sacred
Heart College
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Thank you to
Barbara Colla for
taking the photos.

4

3

Ten students from McAuley Community School MCS,
Hove and five from Scared Heart College SHC with
their teachers participated in the Season of Creation
Mass. The McAuley students brought with them their
symbols of creations which have an emphasis on
Mercy. Photos: 1. MCS Students with Archbishop
Patrick. 2. They loved their artwork. 3. Amazing
creative symbols made from natural materials. 4.
Beautiful flowers arrangements by June Donovan 5.
Archbishop Patrick blessing the Season of Creation
symbols. 6. Prayer of the Faithful by MCS students. 7.
Students from SHC.
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Season of Creation Mass
at Our Lady of The Way, Glenalta
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What we couldn’t have at Mercy
Grove, Belair National Park due to
the rain, we made up at OLW- a joyous
Celebration. 8. Terry Tierney (the
driving force setting up Mercy Grove)
with Jill. 9. Getting to know a few
13
parishioners: Clem, Loreen & Frank.
10. Long active members of the parish,
Brian & Robin. 11. Peter, PPC Chair
also server at the Mass. 12. Commissioning of the Council of Integral Ecology by Archbishop Patrick O’Regan. 13. The
newly commissioned members of the Council of Integral Ecology. 14. Bob and Dale, bushwalkers leading the Parish
Walking Group with their grandson. 15. Charlie, Pastoral Co-Ordinator with Patrick. 16. Jo and Allen McCann, regularly
watering the trees at Mercy Grove. 17. Trevor , organist & Jenny O’Brien, Office of Worship. 18. Archbishop Patrick
congratulating the students from McAuley Community School & Sacred Heart College. 19. Recessional Procession with
Fr Tony & Fr Michael, the previous PP, led by Michael Borda, a regular server at OLW with his brother Noah.
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What to do? Pope Francis practical
tips for helping the environment
Pope Francis’s encyclical “Laudato Si’, on Care for Our
Common Home” is a call for you and me to make a
conscious effort for a deep inner “ecological
conversion.”
When we sit in the comfort of our homes here in
Adelaide, we are far from the heartbreaking crises
facing humanity e.g. natural disasters, humanitarian
disasters, ecological devastation in the extinction of
creations, bushfires raging, the hurricanes flattening
communities. The hardest hit are the poor and the
poorer nations.
So where does that leaves us? We do not sit in the
United Nation or have anything to do with the UN
Framework Convention on Climate, COP. One of Pope
Francis’s focus is to promote a culture of self-control
and asceticism, specifically analysing the implications
of paragraph 222 of the encyclical ‘less is more.’” This
offers us an entry point to be part of the solution. We
have been ”caught up in a whirlwind of needless
buying and spending.” LS 203. Francis is challenging us

to adopt a lifestyle that conveys greater sobriety,
namely less obsessiveness, more moderation, and
inner peace, and ultimately greater fulfillment (LS
222-225). Francis is suggesting that by adopting the
mantra, “less is more” is one way to know Jesus. This
might mean we seek out simpler yet more fulfilling
pleasures like a walk in Belair National Park or a stroll
down at Brighton Beach or encounter with friends at
home or a local café. Francis is challenging us to see
every act of consumption as a moral act that involves
gifts of Creation (air, land, and water) and the dignity
of workers and local cultures (LS 206). It is this kind of
awareness and the small, daily gestures that flow
from it that “culture of care.” For those of us as
Catholic, Pope Francis is calling us to live out our faith
by placing the Sacraments, especially the Eucharist
and the model of Sabbath as the centrality of our
spirituality. This takes us back one full circle to the
first edition of this publication with the Season of
Creation Prayer (in your Church bulletin) calling us to
honour the Sabbath, a day of rest, allowing Creation
to have a rest and breathe, asking us to slow down
and smell the roses. The mantra “Less is more” is
your start to ecological conversion. (Further reading in
Laudato Si’. Chapter 6.)

Source: Society of Mary

Charlie and I are interested to continue this conversation after the Season of Creation. There is a lot of interest and
desire, a sense of urgency in wanting to do “something“ to bring God’s creation to full Glory. We hope that a group will
emerge within our parish community. The wise words of St Teresa of Calcutta: “Not all of us can do great things. But we
can do small things with great love,” is a perfect starting point at your home to what is a global crisis. Even, the simplest
and smallest act with love for the common good of all is just as admirable. E.g. cutting your long hot shower by a few
minutes or stop upgrading your mobile phone whenever the marketers enticed you to do so.
Thank you to everyone in helping to celebrate the
Season of Creation 2020 and welcoming the new
members of Council of Integral Ecology. Your prayers
and support for this Council is to fill the Council with
the Holy Spirit, so that we collaborate with the Creator
to care and rehabilitate God’s creation, bringing it to
the full Glory as intended by God.
On behalf of the Blackwood Parish priest, Fr Tony and

PPC , I thank Sarah Moffat, Acting Chancellor for her
support and her team at the Archdiocesan office. My
thanks to such a self-motivated energetic community
within the Blackwood Parish that spontaneously got
together to make this event a success. The good news is
that the Mercy Grove is now nicely weeded, ready for
you to enjoy!!! Go and sit on the garden bench and
enjoy the peaceful ambience and hear the birds singing.

