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From Deacon Tee Ping Koh

20 September 2020

Celebrating Jubilee for the Earth
September 1 to October 4* 2020
* Feast of St Francis of Assisi

The Season of Creation is a perfect time for us as a
parish to renew our relationship with our Creator
and all creations through celebration, conversion,
and commitment.
This year also marks 50 years of the birth of Earth
Day, the environmental movement. The theme for
2020 Season of Creation is rightfully Jubilee for
the Earth. The COVI-19 pandemic crisis has shaken
our world. This is an urgent call for each of us to
respond to healing our relationship with creation
and each other.
We welcome the Archdiocese community to
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gather at Mercy Grove
for an Outdoor mass to
celebrate “Jubilee for
the Earth.” Jesus
frequently prayed in
communion with
creation, relying on
the peace of mountains
and dessert to connect
with our Creator.
We will gather on this
Thursday at Belair
National Park for a
scared time and you are
invited to be part of this very special occasion with
Archbishop Patrick in our journey to celebrate,
repair and rejuvenate our planet.

Season of Creation - Outdoor Mass

Mass to celebrate the Seasons of Creation and Commissioning of the
Catholic Council of Integral Ecology in the beautiful surrounds of the Belair National Park.
Join Archbishop Patrick O'Regan DD in Mercy Grove,
as we celebrate the 'Jubilee for the Earth'.
Please Note: This is an OUTDOOR Mass in a National Park.
Appropriate flat footwear and walking clothing is recommended.

Bookings are essential to comply with National Park capacity limits and contact tracing.
Go to https://www.trybooking.com/BLLHO to register your place.
Further enquiries, please contact
Deacon Tee Ping, Charlie, Terry Tierney, Tracey Tessitore, Barb & Clem Colla.
If you need help with booking call Tee Ping M 0409 538 328 or Charlie M 0476 201 654

Jubilee means “a ram’s horn.” It was blown to mark
the start of a time of universal redemption. The
year of Jubilee involved release from indebtedness
when injustices of the past fifty years were to be
restored. It was also a time for rest for the land.

2020 Season of Creation Theme:
Jubilee for the Earth
Each year, the ecumenical steering committee
that provides this Season of Creation Celebration
Guide suggests a theme. The 2020 theme is
“Jubilee for the Earth.”
Climate change is a result of the intersection of
greed, inequality and destruction of God’s earth.
The theme of Jubilee is chosen for this year’s
Season of Creation as it reflects those three
interlocking themes. Jubilee is a time to
renounce overconsumption and economic
systems based on constant economic growth at
the cost of the Earth and those who are poor.
Jubilee is a time when those who have consumed
the most must make restitution to those who
have suffered the most. Jubilee is a time of rest
for the land from constant exploitation, to
restore ecosystems and people, especially the
poor.

“Jubilee is a time

of rest for the land
from constant exploitation,
to restore ecosystems and people.”
The concept of Jubilee is rooted in the holy
wisdom that there must exist a just and
sustainable balance between social, economic
and ecological realities. When one variable is
exploited to maximize the growth of another, the
whole system will eventually suffer. When one
part of the earth community is stressed, every
part is affected. In 2020, the novel coronavirus
pandemic demonstrated this reality on a global
scale. While the experience of living with the
COVID-19 outbreak points back to this need to
maintain justice, the lessons that we learn may
point us towards the need for a Jubilee and
motivate us to restore balance to the very
systems that sustain life.
And you shall consecrate the fiftieth year and you
shall proclaim liberty throughout the land to all
its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you: you
shall return, every one of you, to your property
and every one of you to your family.
(Leviticus 25:10, NRSV)

The theme of Jubilee has clear links to the root
paradigms fuelling unjust exploitation, such as
neoliberal and capitalist approaches to the world
economy. It brings together the need for a
prophetic voice on climate injustice and actions for
the restoration of the Earth.

“The theme of Jubilee
affirms the need for
equality, justice and sustainability.”
The theme of Jubilee affirms the need for equality,
justice and sustainability, and a transition to
sustainable economies. It honours the Jubilee 2000
Campaign, which successfully called for an amnesty
on debt for global South countries and
redistribution of wealth. And 2020 marks 50 years
since the first Earth Day when the environmental
movement was born.
We are in the
midst of a climate
emergency.
Several studies
have indicated
that the world is
nowhere near
meeting pledged
emission reduction
rate targets. The
latest IPCC report Source
http://www.myfreephotoshop.com/tag/plants/page/11
highlights that
“only with rapid
and far-reaching” transitions in the world economy,
on a scale and at a rate without historical
precedent, can the 1.5C temperature increase limit
be achieved.
It is therefore a time to reconcile ourselves with
creation through concrete repentance and urgent
action.
The Season of Creation is a time to acknowledge
that tipping points are being reached, threatening
the lives of the most vulnerable and putting the
lives of future generations in jeopardy. As people of
faith, we are being called to stand up against
climate injustice in prophetic ways.
Source: https://seasonofcreation.org/celebration-guide/

Laudato Si’
An Encyclical Letter on Ecology and Climate
Pope Francis May 2015
The above is at the heart of the document,
but Pope Francis has a very striking call to
conversion for those in the Church.
“The

ecological crisis is also a summons
to profound interior conversion.

It must be said that
some committed and prayerful Christians,
with the excuse of realism and pragmatism, tend to
ridicule expressions of concern for the environment.
Pope Francis’ Encyclical* Laudato Si’ (“Praise be to
you”) takes its name from the invocation of St
Francis of Assisi’s Canticle of the Creatures. It is a
worldwide wake-up call to help humanity
understand the destruction arising from human
activities to the environment and other humans.
While addressing the environment directly, the
document’s scope is broader in many ways as it
looks at not only human’s effect on the
environment, but also the many philosophical,
theological, and cultural causes that threaten the
relationships of human to nature, and human to
each other in various circumstances. This
document is in many ways the epitome of Pope
Francis. It is an unexpected topic. It presents
Gospel truths. And, it provides a challenge for
every believer (and non-believers too). From the
outset, Pope Francis states the goal of the
document:

Others are passive; they choose not to change their
habits and thus become inconsistent.
So what they all need is an ‘ecological conversion’,
whereby the effects of their encounter with
Jesus Christ become evident in their relationship
with the world around them.
Living our vocation to be protectors of God’s
handiwork is essential to a life of virtue;
it is not an optional or a secondary aspect
of our Christian experience”
( Laudato Si’ 217)

“In this Encyclical,
I would like to enter into dialogue with all people
about our common home”
(Laudato Si’ 3)

Normally, papal documents are addressed to the
bishops of the Church or the lay faithful. But,
similar to Pope Saint John XXIII’s Pacem in Terris,
Pope Francis address his message to all people.
The goal of the dialogue:
“I urgently appeal, then, for a new dialogue
about how we are shaping the future of our planet.
We need a conversation that includes everyone,
since the environmental challenge we are
undergoing, and its human roots, concern and
affect us all”
(Laudato Si 14)

* Encyclicals are official, public letters from the Pope that have
authority in the Church second only to teaching defined as dogma.

Source: Catholic Climate Movement

What is Integral Ecology?
On this Thursday, Archbishop Patrick will commission
the new Council of Integral Ecology for the Archdiocese.
So, what is Integral Ecology and what does that mean in
our Catholic faith?
Integral Ecology emerged from Pope Francis’ Laudato
Si’. For a long time, we see ourselves independent from
creation. Pope Francis wrote that we have distorted our
mandate to “have dominion” over the earth (cf. Gen
1:28) to “till it and keep it” (Gen 2:”15). On the basis of
the Genesis account which grants human “dominion”
over the earth,” it has encouraged the unbridled
exploitation of nature by painting humankind as
domineering and destructive by nature. Pope Francis
made it clear that this is not a correct interpretation of
the Bible as understood by the Church. We have taken
the “dominion” over creation literally and to the
extreme to the detriment of all that God created. This
response is just as harmful to ourselves and our world
as cutting ourselves off from God. We must forcefully
reject the notions that being created in God’s image
and given dominion over the earth justifies absolute
domination over other creatures. To “till and keep” the
garden of the world means that “tilling” refers to
cultivating, ploughing or working, while “keeping”
means caring, protecting, overseeing and preserving.
This implies a relationship of mutual responsibility
between human beings and nature.

dependent we are on creation. The bond between
humans and the natural world means that we live in
an “integral ecology,” and as such, an integrated
approach to environmental and social justice is
required.
Integral ecology requires
“an integrated approach
to combatting poverty,
res
toring dignity to the
excluded, and at the
same time protecting
nature.”
(LS 139)

The key part of the message emerging from integral
ecology is concern for the poor and marginalized as
well as the environment in which we live in. Pope
Francis makes clear the relationship between
helping the environment and helping the poor. By
choosing to do one, we automatically do the other.
The poor will be the first to be impacted by severe
changes in weather as a result of climate change. By
reducing environmental degradation and reducing
the impacts of climate change, the chance of
increased poverty or displacement of those in
affected areas becomes reduced.

Source Al Jazeera Refugees off Greece

Integral ecology sees ourselves intricately linked in
every way to God’s creation. Everything is
interconnected. We are called to respond to be an
important part of God’s creation, helping realized God’s
plan for this world. It helps us to understand how
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This is the second of the four-part mini-series on
“Season of Creations” and the encyclical Laudato Si’.
In this short series, hurriedly produced, I would like to
unpack the teaching of Laudato Si’ with you, rather
superficially. However, it is a start. The intention is to
familiarize with this important teaching. Through

Pope Francis calls for an integral ecology that sees
the interconnectedness of environmental, economic,
political, social, cultural, and ethical issues.
The newly commissioned Council of Integral Ecology
requires the vision to think and act to what is both
an environmental and human crisis.

our reflection, we let the Spirit stir our heart. I also
hope that an interest group might emerge from this.
We have a wonderful starting patch, Mercy Grove.
There is more that we can do, we should do, taking on
Pope Francis call for ecological conversion.
I look forward to having a chat with you to explore
how, we as a parish, respond to our call to care for
God’s creation, embarking on “ecological conversion.”

