
Blackwood Catholic Community 
 

 

Public Forum 

INVITATION 
 

The Australian Catholic Bishops are holding a 

Plenary Council that seeks input from everyone  

on two very important questions: 

 
 

What is God asking of us in Australia today? 

What should the future Church be like? 

 

 

 

 

Guest Speaker 

Sarah Moffatt 
Member of the Plenary Council Executive 

 

 

 

Monday October 29
th 

2018 

7:30—9:30pm 

Blackwood Community Centre 

Young St., Blackwood 

 
 

 

 

Come share your views and ideas  

within small discussion groups. 



Why participate in the Plenary 

Council Forum? 

Traditionally a Plenary Council is 

a Synod, or meeting, of Bishops. 

The last one held in Australia 

was in 1937 and only Bishops 

took part. This time the Bishops 

are inviting everyone, Catholics 

and non-Catholics, to submit 

their views and experiences of 

faith and Church. This Plenary 

Council is the only one in the 

world to have an open agenda. 

What is submitted from listening 

and dialogue sessions such as 

this one will form the agenda of 

the first Council session. This is a 

once in a life time chance to help 

shape the Church. 

What format will the Forum take? 

Following the introductions and guest speaker’s address, we will then 

begin the small group discussions. The discussions will be structured 

to ensure that people can think, share and listen in an open, respectful 

manner, avoiding heated argument or individuals monopolising the 

session. We want it to be enjoyable, safe and welcoming to all 

involved. People may wish to remain silent. We come from all 

backgrounds and perspectives and so we aim to provide an affirming 

and respectful space for dialogue.  

 

Please join us in exploring the issues and realities that concern 

and interest Australians today. 

“Significant change rarely comes 

through appealing to the ruling class, 

even the progressive elements 

thereof. Rather, it comes quite often 

through the grassroots and 

movements from below. It is time 

then, that ordinary Catholics take 

their rightful place and effect the 

change needed for the Church to live 

up to what She is meant to be – “ 

Bishop Vincent Long Van Nguyen 

For more information visit:  

www.blackwoodcatholicparish.org.au  

www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au 


